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The Nicaraguan government's unilateral cease-fire began on Oct. 7, and ended Nov. 7. In the three
cease-fire zones two located in the north, and one in the central part of the country, totaling 1,450
sq. km. , Sandinista forces withdrew to respective perimeters, and did not engage in offensive
actions. If contras inside the zones attacked civilian targets, however, they were pursued by the
government troops. The aim of the cease-fire was to permit peace commission members to enter the
three remote zones to establish contact with contras or their families and explain the peace accord
and Nicaragua's amnesty law. Witness for Peace investigators confirmed that as many as seven
air supply drops to the contras occurred in a single day within the Quilali cease-fire zone where
estimates of contra strength varied from 300 to 500. In the first week of November, a WFP worker
who visited the area north of San Jose de Bocay also observed several planes dropping supplies
to a contra force estimated at approximately 400 soldiers within the cease-fire zone. The contras
apparently took advantage of the cease-fire to resupply themselves, rest up, and launch attacks
outside the cease-fire areas. Near Wilili the contras also used the cease-fire zone as a refuge for
holding kidnapped campesinos. According to witnesses interviewed by WFP, six men kidnapped
by the contras on Oct. 4 from a church service in Agua de Frias in Jinotega were taken on Oct. 7
into the cease-fire zone and held there for more than three weeks. One man who later escaped
told WFP that the contras had pressed him and the others into their ranks and were training them
in the cease-fire zone. Three men taken on Oct. 20 from the community of La Soledad were also
forced to march into the cease-fire zone. WFP documented the kidnappings of 32 civilians in and
around the Wilili cease-fire zone during the four-week period. One high-level contra leader to take
amnesty in late October by turning himself over to authorities in Juigalpa (Region V), was Denis
Loasiga, alias "El Coral," the second in charge of the Jorge Salazar Fourth Regional Command.
Loasiga, 25, joined the contra forces in 1985 and, having a technical degree in agronomy, rose in
the ranks above others without education. Subcommander Fernando Caldera, delegate of the
Ministry of Interior in Region V, announced during the press conference at which Loasiga was
presented, that 140 contras in the military region had disarmed since the peace accords were signed.
Following a successful dialogue with various armed Indian leaders of Yatama on Oct. 5, a fourth
cease-fire zone was designated in the eastern coastal region south of Puerto Cabezas. According
to a presidential communique, the accord added a 400 sq.km. area along the Rio Prinzapolka to a
pacified territory of nearly 14,000 sq.km. on the northern part of the coast. In this area, 650 armed
Miskitos who have already reached an accord with the government are participating in defense.
In a separate agreement, 23-year-old Yatama leader Uriel Vanegas signed an accord permitting a
third of the 400 Miskitos under his command to retain their weapons. The others reportedly decided
to study or return to farming. According to WFP, the cease-fire was not successful in inducing
large-scale defections from the contras. In one of the last defections before the resumption of
hostilities, four contras turned themselves in to the peace commission near Wilili on Oct. 30. They
were turned over to their families by the Red Cross at a public ceremony. In other developments,
efforts by the Nicaraguan government to open border points with Honduras met with obstacles. The
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crossing at Las Manos, on the Pacific side of the country, was the scene of some 50,000 Nicaraguans
reuniting with family members each Saturday, starting on Oct. 10. By the third weekend, tens of
thousands from the Nicaraguan side of the border found that few of their relatives had decided to
leave Honduras. According to the Central American Historical Institute (CAHI), reports indicated
pressure by both the FDN (the contras' main army) and Honduran military authorities against
Nicaraguan refugees in that country. In the last week of October, the Honduran military announced
that the border would not be reopened until Nov. 7. Meanwhile, in the Atlantic Coast region, the
border post at Leymus reopened on Oct. 15, with the crossing of 40 Miskito refugees into Nicaragua.
Hundreds more are expected to come each week, but many were frightened by the sound of at least
100 mortars, reportedly shot from the Honduran side of the Rio Coco, which landed a few kilometers
from Leymus. (From WFP, 11/11/87 newsbrief; CAHI, Update (6:35), 10/29/87) [Witness for Peace
is a church-sponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers
are posted in communities throughout Nicaragua. It is the only private organization that attempts
systematically to investigate every significant armed confrontation in Nicaragua. The Central
American Historical Institute is an independent research group headquartered in Washington DC,
and affiliated with the Instituto Historico Centroamericano in Managua.]
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